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Robotic tours offered to local area high school students.  

 
For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – This winter, Columbus Community Hospital invites teenagers and young 
adults to experience the wonder of its new da Vinci Xi robotic system up close. 
 
In January 2022, CCH is offering tours of the innovative piece of equipment to high school and 
college robotics classes, robotics teams and health sciences students. Tours are 90 minutes in 
length, include refreshments and will be scheduled at 4:30 and 6 p.m. The hospital is limiting 
tour groups to 8-15 people at one time. 
 
The da Vinci features 3-D imaging of the surgical area and gives surgeons enhanced dexterity 
during procedures. It has three components: a surgeon console, a robot with four working arms 
and a vision cart. The surgeon sits at the console to see a magnified view of the operating field 
and uses special controls to move the instruments attached to the robot during surgery. 
 
The robot is positioned next to the patient in the operating room and holds the camera and 
instruments, while the surgeon controls it from the console. A vision cart makes 
communication between the components possible and supports the 3D high-definition vision 
system. 
 
“Our surgeons are incredibly excited about bringing this piece of technology to our community, 
and we want to share our excitement with young people who have a particular interest in 
robotic and health technology,” said Angie Ramaekers, director of volunteer and guest services 
at CCH. 
 
The hospital also invites students to submit suggestions for what the robot’s name should be. 
The young person who submits the winning name will win a prize. 
 
For more information or to schedule a tour, contact Debbie Pillen, VolunTEEN coordinator,  
at 402-562-4788 or drpillen@columbushosp.org. 
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